
 

WEEKLY READING QUESTIONS  / January - March 

Jesus and his disciples learned together in community and we want to do the same. Here are some 
questions to help guide you through the year of studying as you learn and grow together. You can use 
these questions for your own personal reflection, but you will receive so much more from this 
experience if you discuss these with family, friends and your small group each week! 

January 1 – 4 
Genesis 1 – 15 Psalm 1 – 4  

In Genesis 1 – 2, what struck you as significant about God’s original intention for people and creation? 

In Genesis 3 – 11, in what ways do you identify with the continual failures of humankind’s ability to live 
up to God’s original plan? 

To Abraham, God made an unconditional promise to make the world right and good again. What 
hope does this promise to Abraham give for you and your community? 

January 5 – 11 
Genesis 16 – 37 Psalm 5 – 11  

What parts of the story simply don’t make sense or have been frustrating to read? (Note: In discussing 
these together, try to balance helping each other wrestle with difficult texts along with becoming 
comfortable with discomfort and imperfect understanding. It’s okay and even necessary to admit when 
we don’t grasp a part of the Scriptures and to not get too hung up. Keep reading.) 

January 12 – 18 
Genesis 38 – Exodus 6 Psalm 12 – 18  

Genesis begins with the people of God living with him in the garden, but ends with the death of 
Joseph and the people of God facing slavery in Egypt. What do you think you, as a reader, are meant 
to feel? 

Moses, a man who seems to have trouble with anger and doubt, is called by God to be the deliverer 
of Israel. In what ways do you relate as an imperfect person who is called by God? 

At this point in the story, Israel is enslaved and God appears to be absent. When have you felt 
disappointed with life and God’s role in it and felt frustrated or hurt by his absence? 
    



January 19 – 25 
Exodus 7 – 27 Psalm 19 – 25  

Just as God freed his people from slavery in Egypt, Jesus has set you free. In what ways have you 
experienced this freedom?  

The people of God have a terrible pattern of sin and self-destruction. In what ways can you identify 
with this pattern in your life?  

Unlike the people of God in Exodus, we now have direct access to the presence of God because of 
the work of Jesus on the cross. In what ways can we help each other to embrace this new reality? 

Jan 26 – Feb 1 
Exodus 28 – Leviticus 10 Psalm 26 – 32  

God continues to be faithful to his promise to Abraham (Gen 12:1-2) and make the people of God a 
blessing to the nations. In what ways can we be a blessing to our city and the nations? 

What parts of the story simply don’t make sense or have been frustrating to read? (Note: In discussing 
these together, try to balance helping each other wrestle with difficult texts along with becoming 
comfortable with discomfort and imperfect understanding. It’s okay and even necessary to admit when 
we don’t grasp a part of the Scriptures and to not get too hung up. Keep reading.) 

In Leviticus, the people of God used ritual sacrifices to essentially say, “Thank you” and “I’m sorry.” 
How can we express these same sentiments in our relationship with God? 

Feb 2 – 8 
Leviticus 11 – 27 Psalm 33 – 39  

Just as the animals sacrificed in Leviticus, Jesus is our “sacrificial lamb” that takes away our sin, making 
us holy. What practical steps can we take to remain holy?  

Can anyone offer a one-sentence summary of Leviticus? To help you answering, think about: “If the 
author of Leviticus wanted his hearers to come away with one thing, what would it be? Why did he 
work so hard to keep and record and pass along this text?”  

If you try to imagine being a part of Israel at this time, how would you have responded to some of 
these commands? Do you think you would have obeyed? Would you have loved them or hated them? 
   
 
 
 
 
 



 
Feb 9 – 15 
Numbers 1 – 21 Psalm 40 – 46  

A number of the Israelite’s rebellions were born from their lack of trust in God. Can you relate to their 
experience? How has your trust in God been challenged?  

In Numbers, God’s holy presence is their leader and guide as they travel through the desert. As 
followers of Jesus, how have you allowed the Spirit to lead you this week? 

When the spies saw the Promised Land they feared for their lives and wanted to return to captivity in 
Egypt. How can fear tempt us to return to what God has saved us from? 

Feb 16 – 22 
Numbers 22 – Deuteronomy 3 Psalm 47 – 53  

Is there any part of the blessings that God gives Israel through Balaam that you find particularly 
beautiful, rich, or interesting?  

How would you summarize Numbers in a sentence or two?  

While God remains faithful to his people and his promises he will honor your choices and let you live in 
rebellion if you choose it. Take a moment in listening prayer to ask to God how you may be misaligned 
with the way of Jesus.  
 
Feb 23 – Mar 1 
Deuteronomy 4 – 27 Psalm 54 – 61  

“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” – Deut. 
6:5. Take a moment to meditate on this scripture and express your love to God in prayer together. 

Deuteronomy is Moses recapping the past 40 years since the Exodus to the now grown up children of 
Israel. Imagine you are listening to Moses give this final address. All you have known is life wandering 
in the wilderness. You have heard stories from your parents of what God has done for your people, 
you have heard the Law. What is Moses trying to remind you and the rest of Israel of? 

Mar 2 – 8 
Deuteronomy 28 – Joshua 21 Psalm 62 – 68  

At this point in the reading, you have completed the Torah (Gen – Deut). What were the major themes, 
ideas, emotions, or experiences you remember from reading the Torah? 
    
The people of God were led out of the wilderness and into the Promised Land. Can you recognize a 
time in your life where God has led you out of a figurative “wilderness” and into the “promised land?” 



God protected and blessed the Israelites even when they were in rebellion. Looking back, when was 
there a time when you were not following God yet he continued to bless you? 

Israel was called to obey God’s commands so that the other nations could see what God is like. In 
what ways can you, as a community, display the character of Jesus to people around you? 

Mar 9 – 15 
Joshua 22 – Judges 18 Psalm 69 – 75  

Have someone recap the book of Joshua. What has happened so far and what are the main events 
and themes of the book? 

As you read the book of Judges, what do you think the author’s intent was in chronicling this era of 
Israel’s history the way that he did?  

Mar 16 – 22 
Judges 19 – 1 Samuel 17 Psalm 76 – 82  

Were there any parts of Judges 19 that shocked, provoked, surprised, confused, disturbed, or 
confronted you? 

Why do you think the author of Judges includes this violent, horrific story? What point might the 
author of Judges be trying to get across to his/her readers?  

Is it disorienting to read such a gruesome and awful story in the Bible? What questions does it bring 
up in you about God, Israel, human nature, or the Scriptures?  
 
In Ruth, we see that God cares for us deeply. How is God involved in the day-to-day joys and 
hardships of your life? 

Ruth tells the story of a family this is hurting and broken, but in their faithfulness to God they are 
restored and made whole. Have you experienced similar restoration through God? 

Mar 23 – 29 
1 Samuel 18 – 2 Samuel 12 Psalm 83 – 89  

One of the hermeneutic guidelines for reading Biblical narrative is to pay attention to the pace of the 
story, especially noticing when it slows down dramatically to zoom in on a particular time or event. 
Typically, this indicates a particularly important chapter of the story. Why do you think the narrative 
starts to slow down so much in Ruth & 1 Samuel after racing through hundreds of years of history in 
Judges? 

Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20 again. What kind of king is Israel supposed to have? Do you think David 
embodies well the type of king Deuteronomy 17 describes?


